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Dear Parents. 
 
I hope this finds you well.  
I’m sure that you are all looking forward to a few days off and some well-deserved “R n R” during the 
April holidays.  
 
In light of our very successful Book Week held during March, I wanted to focus on the importance of 
reading and of you reading to your children as often as you can. 
 
From as early as a few months old, it is imperative that we, as parents, read to our children. Some of my 
most special moments spent with my own children are in the evenings before bed time where we can 
choose and read a book, often the same one 3 or 4 evenings in a row.  
Books with pictures that tell the story in themselves are always exciting for them and you may even find 
them telling you what is happening on the page before you get to that part! It is also an important time 
to just chat about their day, how they are and if there are any things that are bothering them at school 
or at home. It helps to keep those lines of communication open between ourselves and our little ones.  
 

 

  



  

 

  

I came across a very interesting article in this regard. Below is a short excerpt from the article but I 
am sure you will enjoy reading the entire article. Click on the link below. 
 
“When children could see illustrations, language-network activity dropped a bit compared to the 
audio condition. Instead of only paying attention to the words, Hutton says, the children's 
understanding of the story was "scaffolded" by having the images as clues. 

"Give them a picture and they have a cookie to work with," he explains. "With animation it's all 
dumped on them all at once and they don't have to do any of the work."” 

https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/51281/whats-going-on-in-your-childs-brain-when-you-read-them-
a-
story?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=20180527MindshiftNewslette
rSubscribers&mc_key=00Qi000001YMDv8EAH 
 
 
 
Enjoy the read. 
 
I wish you all a pleasant April holiday. If you are travelling please be safe.  
 
 
 
 
Regards 

 
Stewart Tagg 
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Dear Parents 
We enjoy the opportunity to share in the fun of 
learning that happens throughout the different 
age groups in the class. We had a busy first term 
in the class. The children are well settled and 
enjoy a happy and busy morning at school. We 
are lucky enough to have been able to play and 
explore our outside area, where the children 
have the space to develop their gross-motor 
skills freely. We have introduced messy play. 
Inside the classroom we have focused on 
language development, stories, rhymes and fine-
motor skills development. 
Themes and activities 
*Book week: What does a book look like? It has 
a spine, front and back covers, and pages with 
words, pictures and numbers. Some books have 
a contents or index page. We should handle 
books gently and with care. We don’t want to 
damage the books. We must pack books away 
carefully. 
*Wild animals: The Big Five are the animals that 
can be the most dangerous in Africa. Animals 
have basic needs for water, air, food, shelter and 
space.  A Zoo gives children the opportunity to 
learn about all the different animals from around 
the world. Carnivores are animals that eat the 
flesh of animals. Herbivores are those animals 
that survive on plants, fruits, leaves and other 
natural food sources. 
*Natural Environment: How humans use water? 
We use large amounts of water each day, as 
water serves many different purposes. Animals 
also need water. What are the main causes of 
water pollution?  
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 We have all settled down well and are getting used to the daily routine of fun and learning different things. Some of us have 
made some new friends.  For our theme Healthy Living we learned all about keeping clean, how germs are passed from one to 
another. To understand this better we used glitter on our hands – the conclusion being we need to wash our hands with warm 
water and soap. For Art we coloured in a pre-drawn toothbrush, added glitter for the bristles and added puffy paint for the 
toothpaste. Now this is fun, the puffy paint had a funny feeling to it.  We learned about the different fruits colours, shapes and 
different sizes of the pips. We spoke about how different vegetables can grow above and below the ground. Our next theme 
was all about books, what they look like, the different books you get and what an illustrator and author are. We watched a you 
tube video on how paper is made. Hooked on Books treated us to an hour of acting, we all enjoyed it, and some of us took part 
in the acting. When we got back, we iced, decorated and ate our gingerbread man. For Art we made a book cover out of ice-
cream sticks and stuck a pre-drawn gingerbread man which we had painted and decorated. This was not the end of our fun 
theme as we dressed up as our favourite books characters. Now this is the life - fun and enjoyment was the order of the week. 
Our next exciting theme was all about wild animals, their appearance, the difference between a zoo and a game reserve and the 
Big 5. We also spoke about the difference between carnivores and herbivores and their different eating habits. It was a couple 
of days of interesting experiments for our next theme our Natural Environment. For properties of water we used three balloons 
– one with air, the other two with water of which one was put into the freezer so it would become a solid. The next experiment 
was to show how rain falls from the sky using water, shaving cream and food colouring.  Now we are talking,  this is fun! Our last 
experiment was contamination of water. We used a bowl of clean water added sand. In a smaller container we added water and 
oil together to see what happens.  In both instances the sand and oil didn’t mix with the water. To see how plants grow we put 
seeds into wet cotton wool and into a Ziploc bag to mimic a greenhouse. 
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Another month has flown by in the butterfly class. We continued with our next theme Healthy Living. We lean ’t about germs 
and how they spread. We also learn ’t about exercise and eating heathy. We spoke about brushing our teeth and keeping them 
strong and clean. We looked super funky all dressed up for our tie and tutu day just before a much-needed mid-term break.  
Thereafter we moved on to our very fun Book Week. We learn about different types of book and how we look after books. We 
had a fun week where we read cat in the hat.   We visited the school library and had some Grade 4s visit us and read us stories. 
We also had a visit from Hooked on Books where our friends Wiggle and Woggle acted out some exciting stories. We ended this 
fun week with gingerbread man baking and a book character dress up day. It was so wonderful to see what all our friends 
dressed up in. Next, we learn ‘t about Wild Animals. We learn ‘t about the Big 5, carnivores and herbivores. We had an interesting 
wild animal show and tell. We have now moved on to our current theme My Natural Environment. We planted kidney beans to 
learn about how a greenhouse works and we are waiting and watching to see how our plants grow. We also learnt about water 
and how it can be a gas, liquid or solid. We used coloured ice blocks to paint raindrops for World Water day. We have had a very 
busy few weeks and we look forward to the fun that  ahead.  
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BUSY BEES 

  

Time has passed so quickly and we are about to wrap up the first term. The Busy Bees have had such an amazing time this month 
as they learn ‘t a lot and took time to do a PBL, problem/project-based learning activity, we had a bit of a challenge as we learned 
about wild animals and decided to figure out how best we could make an animal habitat. We also continue to make use of mind 
maps in our learning processes, we started by listing all the materials we needed to make an animal habitat Interesting and 
impressive.   Researches were carried out and our result was quite magnificent and made us feel geared up for university in some 
way.  Book Week was such a lovely and exciting week for the children as they explored different types of books, from fictitious to 
non-fictitious stories.  
A big thank you to the Grade 7s who took time to sit with the Bees and read them a  story, this was warm and amazing quiet time. 
The children loved and participated in the Book Week parade.   The energy and vibrant atmosphere that was around the Bees on 
dress up day was magnificent as they took time to express themselves fully as to which character they were and took pride in 
explaining why they love that book character.  
The theme on Our Natural Environment couldn’t have come at a better time.   The Bees took time to share the uses of water they 
got to experiment and realize how water is never lost when we learnt about the water cycle, painted using water balloons and 
as part of World Water Day celebrations they brought watering cans and we watered the flowers. 
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OWLS 

 

 
           
  

 

The last few weeks have brought with them many exciting and new experiences. We had a great deal of fun when celebrating Tutu 
and Tie Day at the beginning of the midterm break. We also celebrated another dress up day, where we got to dress up as our 
favourite book characters. We learned about fiction and non-fiction books and had a really lively show presented by Hooked on 
Books. Oh, what an exciting day that was. We introduced something new in the class.   During our Wild Animals theme. PBL – 
Project Based Learning. We mind mapped, researched, discussed and created to our hearts content. Our outcome showed some 
awesome animal habitats. We first drew our animals, then created them using salt dough. Once dry, we painted them and placed 
them into the habitats we had created using boxes, sand, stones and leaves. We learned a lot and worked hard to create an 
incredible result. 
Children will listen to you after they feel listened to- Jane Nelsen  

 


